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“HK Electric Heritage Tour: A Journey of Light and Legacy”
Connecting Electricity with The Shaping of the City

Moving through the city’s streets by day and slipping through its quiet glow by
night, how often do we pause to ponder the history hidden beneath our feet?

More than a dozen Wan Chai residents, who have left traces of their youth and
life chapters in the neighbourhood, joined HK Electric’s newly launched city
walking route, “A Journey of Light and Legacy,” last Saturday (24 January).
Along familiar streets, they revisited old memories and uncovered new stories
of Wan Chai, as both past and present came to light.

The tour began at the newly opened HK Electric 135th Anniversary Historical
Corner, located at the Hongkong Electric Centre on Kennedy Road. Inside,
century-old meters, early itemised electricity bills and vintage streetlamp
component offered visitors a vivid glimpse into the era when electric power first
illuminated the city. Beyond the historical displays, modern interactive digital
panels flowed like rivers of light. Through photographs and videos, they charted
more than 135 years of HK Electric’s development — from its establishment on
24 January 1889 to its ongoing innovation towards a smarter, greener future.

The tour then wound through Sun, Moon and Star Streets, where the historic
footprint of Hong Kong's first power station — the HK Electric Wan Chai Power
Station — once stood. Along the narrow slopes and stairways, participants
traced the beginnings of electrification and the earliest sparks that fuelled the
city’s urban rise. The experience underscored that Hong Kong’s growth has
been driven not only by power itself, but also by generations of dedicated
professionals who have quietly safeguarded its brightness.

Traversing the vermilion walls and wooden beams of Hung Shing Temple in
Wan Chai, the slower rhythms of old Wan Chai emerged once more. The space
invited participants to reflect on the wisdom of early city planning and the
cultural heritage carried forward through generations. The couplet carved on
the stone pillars at the temple gate — “An ancient temple on a renewed street,
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harmony under virtuous rule” and “Relief for Ha Wan, prosperity under
benevolent governance” — evokes memories of Wan Chai’s former name, Ha
Wan (literally “Lower Ring”), preserving a thread of lineage within the living city.

The tour concluded at Edinburgh Place in Central, where eight streetlamp
designs from different periods illuminated a living timeline of the city’s evolving
nightscape.

Mr and Mrs Kwok, lifelong Wan Chai residents from the Wan Chai Methodist
Centre for the Seniors, shared their impressions after joining the inaugural tour,
‘I grew up in Wan Chai and thought | had some grasp of its history, yet the
alleyways hold so many overlooked stories. | never knew that Sun, Moon and
Star Streets were once the site of Hong Kong'’s first power station. Seeing old
meters and electricity bills felt familiar and nostalgic, as if we had stepped back
in time.”

Social worker Miss Yiu, who accompanied the group, said the electricity-themed
tour offered a fresh perspective compared with typical city walks. “Our seniors
found the experience enriching and stayed engaged from start to finish. Many
are long-time Wan Chai neighbours and felt a strong connection to the route.
The tour shared many lesser-known stories about the district and deepened
understanding of electricity’s role in Hong Kong’s development. It was not just
a walk, but a journey of rediscovery.”

HK Electric is committed to providing world-class, reliable power supply, while
supporting Hong Kong'’s economic growth and a sustainable future. “A Journey
of Light and Legacy” presents a concise portrait of the company’s remarkable
more than 135 years of history and allows the public to understand, through
real-world locations, and how HK Electric has grown alongside the city and how
electricity is woven into everyday urban life.

The guided tour is offered free of charge. Applications from organisations and
groups are welcome. Details are available on the tour website.


https://www.hkelectric.com/en/media/visit/HeritageTour
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HK Electric tour guides lead participants from the Wan Chai Methodist Centre
for the Seniors on “A Journey of Light and Legacy,” exploring the deep-rooted
connection between HK Electric and the Hong Kong community.



Photos 2a to 2b
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Up close with historical artefacts and interactive panels, participants trace HK
Electric’'s remarkable history and see how electrification reshaped everyday
living.
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Wan Chai natives Mrnd Mrs Kwk e uprid to Ié‘ékh'that Sun, Moon and
Star Streets were once the site of Hong Kong’s first power station, offering
them a new perspective on their familiar neighbourhood.

hoo __

Participants pose for a photo in front of the replica of the first electric street light
from the 1890s. Social worker Miss Yiu (first from right) remarks that the
electricity-themed tour offers a refreshing experience that differs from typical

city walks, keeping seniors fully engaged and leaving them with rich takeaways.



“A Journey of Light and Legacy” connects multiple community sites related to
Hong Kong’s electrification into a single walking route. The monthly tour
welcomes applications from organisations and groups and is free of charge.

QR code for application for “HK Electric Heritage Tour: A Journey of Light and
Legacy”.
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